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Herod’s atrocities the killing of a dozen or so boys in a village beyond Jerusalem 
would, sadly, scarcely have been noticed. The significance of the story for Matthew is 
that Jesus is presented as a new and greater Moses. This time people are not simply 
led out of slavery in Egypt, but through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the 
whole creation is led from its slavery to sin and decay. As a ‘feast’ day, Holy Innocents       
confronts us with the dark side of human behaviour and we cannot pretend that is 
confined the pages of scripture!  

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I 
have called my son.’  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah:  
‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’      Matthew 2.13-18 
Reader  For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ                                         

Prayer for the week:    Almighty God, you have shed upon us the light of 
your incarnate Word: may this light, kindled in our hearts, shine forth in our 
lives; through    Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

Bible Readings:  4 January 2015  The Epiphany of our Lord 
Isaiah 60.1-6  Ps 72.1-7  10-14  Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-12 
Pray for the faithful departed:  We remember before God, Simonette 
Guest, Archelaus Richards, Ellen (Nellie) Richards, Augusta Lesh, Margaret 
Stokes, Mildred Budds, Norman Eastaugh, Alexandra McLaughlan, Geoffrey 
Mogg 

 Sundays 8:00am Eucharist        10:00am Sung Eucharist           

                 5:00pm Meditation & Eucharist 

 Weekdays  9:00am Morning Prayer in St Martin’s Chapel                                     

 Thursdays 10:15am Eucharist 
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Welcome to St George’s 
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Holy Innocents                          28 December 2014 
MUSIC AT 10AM: 

Processional:   TiS290      For the Psalm:  TiS79    

Gradual:  TiS293      Offertory:  TiS316    Post Communion:  TiS307 
—————- 

An introduction to today’s worship.  
Innocents Day, as the calendar in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer 
calls it, is to be kept on 28 December. We are doing so today at St 
George’s even though there is an alternative choice to observe today as 
The First Sunday after Christmas. Holy Innocents is usually kept quietly 
on a weekday along with the bounty of saints’ days that follow         
Christmas Day. This year I decided that we would do well in our         
worship to face the reality that the innocent have always suffered, a 
truth we have seen writ large in our world and on our doorstep as this 
year ends. But in many ways, this year has been no worse than others. 
The usurpers of power will always destroy those whose lives appear to 
them a threat, and the defenders of injustice not stop at anything to 
maintain the status quo. Today’s commemoration confronts us with the 
paradoxical truth that joy and suffering are so often the two sides of one 
coin. In the deepest and darkest places of human experience we are 
right to give lament to our pain. God is not indifferent to our cries but 
has, in that most innocent of victims Jesus, made it possible for us to 
live beyond the cycle of violence so embedded in humanity. Here is the 
hope we may claim today: that through the purposes of God, good may 
always emerge from evil which is never ultimately triumphant. 

Sentence. O Lord our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth! Your glory above the heavens is sung by the mouths of babes 
and infants.          Psalm 8.1–2 
 

Collect  
God of the dispossessed, defender of the helpless, 
you grieve with all the women who weep 
because their children are no more: 
may we also refuse to be comforted 
until the violence of the strong has been confounded, 
and the broken victims have been set free; 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah lived at the time when Jerusalem was overtaken by Babylonian in-
vaders. Much of the population was taken into exile; other like Jeremiah who 
stayed behind, eventually sought asylum in Egypt. In today’s reading, Jeremiah is 
evoking the memory of Rachel, a founding mother of Israel, and imagines her la-
menting in Ramah the staging area for the deportations. Her cry becomes a heart 
rending symbol of the loss of children, just as the recollection of Mary’s presence 
at the foot of the cross can console mothers who lose children to death. 

Thus says the Lord:  
A voice is heard in Ramah, 
   lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; 
   she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
   because they are no more.  
Thus says the Lord: 
Keep your voice from weeping, 
   and your eyes from tears; 
for there is a reward for your work, 
says the Lord: 
   they shall come back from the land of the enemy;  
there is hope for your future, 
says the Lord: 
   your children shall come back to their own country.  
Indeed I heard Ephraim pleading: 
‘You disciplined me, and I took the discipline; 
   I was like a calf untrained. 
Bring me back, let me come back, 
   for you are the Lord my God.  
For after I had turned away I repented; 
   and after I was discovered, I struck my thigh; 
I was ashamed, and I was dismayed 
   because I bore the disgrace of my youth.’  
Is Ephraim my dear son? 
   Is he the child I delight in? 
As often as I speak against him, 
   I still remember him. 
Therefore I am deeply moved for him; 
 I will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.    Jeremiah 31.15-20 
 

Reader  For the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 124.   at 8am APBA, p.361    at 10am TiS 79  
This song is a communal thanksgiving for national deliverance, even from         natural 
disasters. Since God is sovereign over all creation, the community need ultimately fear 
nothing. Even exiles return!  The only true help in life is the Lord who has made heav-
en and earth.   
 

A reading from the first letter of John. 
In this letter, not written by John the evangelist (John of the gospel) but by later    
teachers immersed in John’s teaching, ‘light’ symbolises the holiness of God and is a 
guide for those who are said to walk in it, similar to the way we may move about     
during nights of the full moon. Here John assures us that  if we live by the light God 
reveals in Jesus Christ, we live within fellowship with God and with each other in the 
community of faith.  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 
true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  My little children, I am 
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world.            1 John 1.5-2.2 
 

Reader May your word live in us   
All  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
All  Alleluia, alleluia.  
Cantor If we walk in the light, as Jesus himself is in the light,  

we have fellowship with one another.  
All  Alleluia, alleluia.  
Reader The Lord be with you 
ALL  And also with you 
Reader           A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Luke 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.                 
Only Matthew’s gospel tells this story of Herod’s envious murder of the infant boys, and 
of Mary and Joseph fleeing to the safety of Egypt with their son. It will be another 
twelve years before they return. The evidence for this event is flimsy but in the scale of 


